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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(c). Correction of the 
following is required: The "end face" at the free axial end of the annular leg must be provided 
for in the specification. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

3. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. The independent claims recite and annular leg with a free axial end and an "end 
face". From the disclosure and drawings, it is unclear which feature of the present invention is 
the end face of the annular leg. As presently claimed, the end face can be considered as the axial 
end of the leg (above the undercut of the recess), or the axial outer face of the circumferential 
enlargement 21 of the leg. However, there is no support, in the specification or the drawings, for 
the axial end of the circumferential enlargement 21 to have an axial end face that contacts the 
seal. Figure 3 shows the annular sealing body contacting an end face of the annular leg, in the 
recessed area 10, above the undercut. For this reason, the examiner considers the axial end of the . 

"leg, in a recessed region 10, above the undercut, to be the claimed "end face" in contact with the 
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armularsealiSg fifty, as claimed. However, this feature must be clearly presented in the claims, 
and have support in the specification. Additionally, the drawings should include a reference 
numeral pointing out the "end face" of the free axial end of the annular leg. 
4. Additionally, applicant claims each recess extends "from the radially outer surface to the 
said radially inner surface" of the leg. From this definition, it appears as the axial end face of the 
recess and the end face of the free axial end of the leg can refer to the same part, as the end face 
of the leg is between the radially inner and outer surfaces. As best understood, the axial end face 
of the recess is the axial end wall 30 of the undercut, and the end face of the free axial end of the 
leg is the portion parallel to the end face of undercut and recess, that is contacted by the annular 
seal shown in figure 3. However, the claim must be clarified to show a difference between the 
two end faces. 

5. All of the dependent claims include the limitations of the independent claims. Therefore, 
the dependent claims stand rejected also. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-13 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. All claims are now rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12 2 nd 
paragraph. The new limitation of an end face on an axial free end of the annular leg necessitated 
the 1 12 rejections. Indication of allowable subject matter is being withheld until all 1 12 2 nd 
paragraph issues and objections are addressed and overcome. 
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Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

8. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a firs, reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 

CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, ' 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael J Kyle whose telephone number is 703-305-3614. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

10. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Shackelford can be reached on 703-308-2978. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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-11: Infofmation^egaraingthe status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appl; 



ications 



may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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